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TEXT:  Matthew 27:62-66 
THEME:  HE SAID, “I WILL RISE AGAIN.” 

1. That Would Be a Horror for Jesus’ Enemies 
2. That Was the Point of All that Jesus Suffered 

 
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went 
to Pilate.  "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver 
said, 'After three days I will rise again.'  So give the order for the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day.  Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and 
tell the people that he has been raised from the dead.  This last deception will be 
worse than the first."  
 
"Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how."  
So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting 
the guard.                  NIV84 
 
Dear Fellow-Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
One of the great ironies of Jesus’ passion is how often his enemies said things that were 
true.  That is the case once again.  Matthew tells us that it was the next day, the one after 
preparation day.  That means it was the Sabbath.  Now, for the Jews, the day starts when 
the sun goes down.  So this may still have been what we would consider Friday evening 
after sundown.  Or it’s possible that the chief priests and Pharisees came to Pilate very 
early Saturday morning.  Whenever it was that they came, they were certain that Jesus was 
still in the grave.  Otherwise, their request would make no sense.  So they came and told 
Pilate something the governor probably didn’t know:  HE SAID, “I WILL RISE AGAIN.” 
THAT WOULD BE A HORROR FOR JESUS’ ENEMIES! 
 
What did they say to Pilate?  “We remember that while he was still alive that deceiver 
said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’”  Of course, they were totally right.  Jesus had 
said this.  Unfortunately, they didn’t believe it.  But they had to make sure that Jesus didn’t 
rise from the dead.  That would have made them out to be liars, because if Jesus rose from 
the dead, then everything he had said would be true.  They were terrified, however, that his 
disciples would come during the middle of the night, steal his body, and then tell the world 
that Jesus had risen.   

 
So they went to Pilate and explained their concerns.  Pilate gave them a truly ironic answer. 
“Take a guard. . . . Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.”  Why did Pilate do  
this?  The Jews had told Pilate that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God.  And he had 
asked Jesus, “Where do you come from?”  He had been terrified that perhaps it was 
true.  Jesus had refused to answer, however.  Jesus wouldn’t stop the execution.  Now, 
Pilate needed Jesus to stay dead.  He needed to know he had put to death a teacher, a 
revolutionary, a troublemaker—even an innocent man—anything but the Son of God. 

 
So Pilate gave them everything they wanted.  Roman soldiers, not Jewish temple guards, 
secured the tomb.  They stood watch throughout the day and night.  They even put a wax 
seal on the stone to show that it had not been moved.  Pilate and the Jews thought they 
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had covered all their bases.  When three days were done, they would be able to show 
everyone that the tomb was still sealed and Jesus had not risen from the dead.  Finally, this 
problem would go away. 
 
But they couldn’t keep Jesus from rising—no matter how many soldiers stood guard 
outside and no matter how thick the wax was.  Even if they had had an entire army trying to 
hold the rock down and a mountain of concrete poured on top of it—when that angel came 
down early Sunday morning, he was going to open the tomb and show the world that Jesus 
was already gone.  He had already risen!  It was never God’s plan to have the disciples 
steal the body.  Jesus had told them God’s plan.  HE SAID, “I WILL RISE AGAIN.” THAT 
WAS THE POINT OF ALL JESUS SUFFERED. 
 
The chief priests, Pharisees, Pilate, and the Roman soldiers went to a great deal of effort to 
make sure no one tampered with Jesus’ tomb.  There was a reason God allowed all this 
effort.  God used the fear and the unbelief of the Jewish leaders and the Roman governor 
for his own purposes.  You see, Jesus always planned to die.  That’s why he kept telling 
people what was going to happen.  He didn’t lose.  While it was a tragedy of inhuman 
proportions, at the same time, it was a victory.  It was God’s love put into practice, because 
Jesus suffered everything that happened to him on Good Friday for us.  The cross he hung 
on is our cross.  Each of us deserves to hang there.  When his Father abandoned him, he 
was inflicting on him what we deserve.  He made his Son suffer hell there on the cross. 
When Jesus died, it was our death he died.  He was buried in our tomb. 
 
However, Jesus died in our place.  He was buried where we will have to lie.  Yet that wasn’t 
the end.  If the story ended with the watch and the seal, then, my friends, there would be no 
reason for us to ever gather here.  The best we could do in life would be to enjoy what little 
we can before we go to hell.  Jesus had a greater purpose.  He came to rise.  And the 
watch and seal are actually steps toward that resurrection.  They prove that no one stole 
the body!  Jesus stayed there in the grave until early Sunday morning and then he rose.  

 
Because he rose, we know that all the suffering, the death, and all the hell Jesus 
experienced on Good Friday were enough.  They paid for our sins, and we are forgiven.  
Jesus’ resurrection is like a receipt that proves that he paid all that you owe.  Now we are 
free and clear.  Because Jesus rose, we trust that someday we will rise.  These bodies will 
only fall into the grave if we die before he comes back.  But even if we do, he will raise 
these bodies when he returns, and we will live with him in joy forever.  Then, my friends, 
there will be no sin and death ever again. 
 
That was Jesus’ plan from before he was born.  It was God the Father’s plan before he 
created the world.  But at the moment when the tomb was sealed, those who loved him 
couldn’t see God’s plan.  All they knew was that their Lord was dead.  All they experienced 
was darkness.  I think we can understand their sorrow, but on Easter Sunday, the darkness 
ended.  God brought them out of the darkness of sin and into the light of life.  That is what 
Good Friday is all about.  Jesus leads us out of the darkness.  That was what he always 
planned to do.  Jesus lives!  And because he lives, we too shall live.  Let that be your 
comfort this Good Friday, tomorrow, and always.  Amen. 
 


